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The Evolution of the Dump: 
How did we get here?
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St. Maarten solid waste 
management Vision
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VROMIs primary objective:
Facilitate the closure of the 
landfill and accelerate Sint 
Maarten's transition towards 
a circular economy.

Ministry of VROMI
Public housing, Spatial planning, Environment and Infrastructure
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VROMIs Waste Management 
Mission:
Accelerate Sint Maarten’s 
transition to a circular 
economy by promoting 
sustainable resource use and 
driving the strategic closure of 
the landfill.

Ministry of VROMI
Public housing, Spatial planning, Environment and Infrastructure
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Definition of Closure

Ministry of VROMI
Public housing, Spatial planning, Environment and Infrastructure

Access to the landfill is prohibited for the public.

A designated institution is assigned for managing 
waste processing and diversion. The institution will 
accelerate the transition to a circular economy and 
achieve minimum landfilling.

A final cover layer is applied to sections of the landfill 
that have reached maximum capacity.



The government of St. Maarten 
has outlined a vision for 
integrated solid waste 
management with the goal that 
by 2050 – “Sint Maarten will 
become a green and clean 
sustainable island. This vision 
aims to establish a circular 
economy, where waste 
generation is minimized, and 
products and materials are 
reused as much as possible.”
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St. Maarten solid waste management vision

Ministry of VROMI 
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The circular economy will consist of several key elements:
Minimal Take: Reducing the extraction of raw materials by 
maximizing the use of existing resources.
Make: Producing goods in a way that supports circular 
economy principles, such as using sustainable materials and 
processes.
Use: Ensuring products are used efficiently and for as long 
as possible. Which includes additional elements:
• Repair: Fixing products to extend their life.
• Refurbish: Restoring old products to a good condition.
• Reuse: Using a product again for the same or for a 

different purpose than originally intended.
Recycle: Processing materials to make new products.
Reduce: Striving to generate as little waste as possible 
throughout the lifecycle of all products.
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Project EDMP – Disbursement conditions

There are specific criteria called Disbursement conditions that must be met before funds  within the Trust Fund can be released. The 
disbursement of these funds is tied to critical legal, financial, and institutional reforms that must be completed before certain Municipal Solid 
Waste Disposal Sites (MSWDS) implementation milestones can be met. The government’s commitment and focus is needed for the completion 
of necessary reform actions to meet the disbursement conditions of the additional financing.

The disbursement conditions for the EDMP program are:

(A) Established an inter-ministerial working group on solid waste management, including adopting terms of reference and making the 
relevant appointments;

(B) Established an institutional structure, with appropriate budget and mandate, to be responsible for integrated waste management for Sint 
Maarten; 

(C) Prepared an updated draft waste ordinance to establish definitions, roles and responsibilities for relevant stakeholders involved in 
integrated waste management in Sint Maarten and presented the said ordinance to Parliament for consideration; 

(D) Approve a financial framework to ensure sustainable integrated waste management for Sint Maarten.

(E) Adopt a disposal tipping fee system in Sint Maarten. 
Not a disbursement condition but a condition to sign the building (DBO) contract
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Goals: Integrated solid waste management

Several goals have been outlined to provide a clear path and direction for achieving the vision. They help in  making it easier to communicate 
and keep all stakeholders aligned and working towards the same objectives. These six key goals also identify targets that are easier to track and 
measure achievements. 

Total Professional Collection of Waste: 
Ensuring that all waste is collected efficiently, professionally and sorted as much as possible at the source, reducing litter and improving public 
health.

Complete Landfill Reform: 
Transforming existing landfills to minimize environmental impact, enhance safety, and reclaim land for future use.

Solid Waste Diversion: 
Redirecting waste from disposal sites to recycling and composting facilities, significantly reducing the amount of waste that ends up in landfills.

A Population that Promotes a Culture of a Circular Economy: 
Encouraging the community to adopt sustainable practices within their principles, such as reducing, reusing, and recycling, to support a 
circular economy.

Financially Sound System: 
Establishing a waste management financial framework that is economically sustainable, ensuring long-term viability and efficiency.

A Robust Waste Authority: 
Creating a strong and effective waste management authority to oversee and implement waste policies and practices.
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Stakeholders
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The community members of St. Maarten realize the need for creating a cleaner and greener environment which also requires their active 
engagement. The ministry of VROMI recognizes that the all citizens and visitors of our country are at the heart of our waste management 

revolution. Meaning that as key and primary stakeholders, their participation and cooperation are essential to the success of our solid waste 
management vision. All decision that are made, and milestones that are met are for the ultimate benefit of the community and our 

environment.

By fostering a culture of sustainability, we can collectively reduce waste, introduce meaningful recycling practices, and ensure a healthier 
future for generations to come. Through public awareness campaigns, educational programs, and accessible waste disposal facilities, we aim to 

empower citizens and visitors to make environmentally conscious decisions. THINK GREEN!

Government of the Netherlands
Primary sponsor & enabler

Government of Sint Maarten
Decision-making 

The Community
The Success Drivers

NRPB
Implementing Agency

World Bank
Facilitator
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